Hillsdale County Great Start Collaborative

FY 2025

The Great Start Collaborative (GSC) is a group of local community partners
and parents/caregivers who work together to meet the needs of the early
childhood system, addressing the following areas:
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Children are born healthy. o"‘E AR r

Children are healthy, thriving and developmentally on
track from birth to third grade.

Children are developmentally ready to succeed in c <
school at time of school entry. ¢ P

Children are prepared to succeed in fourth grade and
beyond by reading proficiently by the end of third grade.  Hllsdale Cou nty
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EVENTS:
Storywalk.

at the Farmers Market

150 children « 115 adults « 75 families

g Qﬁ Summer PLAY Events (2)

< 93 children « 62 adults
,,."!“., q."‘ 45 families
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Community Baby Shower
34 children « 110 adults « 74 families
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Free Family Safety Fair
303 children « 224 adults * 151 families

'et 2 NSy Themed Winter Activities (4)
’l“ "€ 173 children « 129 adults
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84 families

Literacy Pop-Up
96 children < 60 adults

53 families - b
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")) Love Yourself, Love Your Baby
%; Childbirth Education (2)

46 adults » 36 families

Other Community Events (17)
* 2,125 books distributed

INITIATIVES:

Talking is Teaching

47 Parents trained as 2
Trusted Messengers =
[
2,432 materials shared with SING <
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parents and providers TR

V& Little Free Library.

Take a Book. Share a Book.

5 New Little Free Libraries for a total of

21 Little Free Libraries around the county
2,380 used children’s books provided

Hillsdale County Kids Read

. < 490 books provided to
‘. local businesses
Welcome Baby
33 home visits provided

Iy Books for Babies
( 356 bags distributed through
Q ~~~ | Hillsdale Hospital Birthing Unit
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Hillsdale County Resource Guide o

50+ pages

gt Other Book Distribution
_ 2,093 given out
e

Book Donations

2,372 used children's books collected .

The materials are funded through a grant provided by the Michigan Department of Lifelong Education, Advancement, and Potential



