
 
Great Start Collaborative (GSC) Meeting 

Minutes October 6, 2025 
Nikki Maynard, CAPA Charlie Miggins, Hillsdale Renaissance Myranda Clough, Domestic Harmony 

Jessica Schlickenmeyer, HCISD Andrea Bricker, LifeWays Kati Hukill, LifeWays 

Brooke Rains, Child Care Network Rebekah Dobski, Hillsdale Community Library Nicole Butler, Community Action Agency 

Linda Wise, HCISD/virtual Wendy Playford, Great Start Collaborative Linda Beemer, McKinney Vento 

Isabella Stycos, Branch Hillsdale St 
Joseph Community Health Agency 

Mindy Eggleston, Hillsdale County Community 
Foundation 

Sarah Greeley, Community Choice Credit 
Union 

Abby Alley, HCISD/Early On Janell Morse, Calming Breath Doula Services Hillary Zimmerman, Hillsdale Hospital/virtual 

Stefanie Rathburn, Great Start 
Collaborative 

  

 
1.​ Welcome/Introductions - plan to revise agenda order to allow for plenty of time for 

community spotlight 
 

2.​ Budget Announcement - Stefanie 
○​ As of last Friday, the state budget has removed all funding for 32p (Great Start 

Collaboratives) 
○​ There are advocacy groups around the state hoping for a supplemental bill to 

pass 
○​ Stefanie is meeting with HCISD superintendent, Chuck North, this afternoon to 

determine next steps and will update as more information is available​  
○​ Group encouraged to post questions to the question board 

 
3.  Community Spotlight:  Kids Count;  Michigan League for Public Policy 

      Anne Kuhnen annek@mlpp.org 
      PPT presentation 
      Kids Count Hillsdale Profile 

 
 
 

HCGSC VISION 

To ensure every child in Hillsdale County is safe, healthy, and ready to succeed in school and in life. 

 

HCGSC MISSION 

The purpose of the Hillsdale County Great Start Collaborative is to assure a coordinated system of community resources to assist all 

Hillsdale County families in providing a great start for their children prenatal through third grade. 

 
 

mailto:annek@mlpp.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hPVAIY5-RiGcMoFF7AABti52v152LeCs/view?usp=sharing
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:a094cfaf-d027-48b1-9a2b-fa962fc1e6ed


4.  GSC Office Updates 
○​ Funding 

i.​ Budget Updates - shared earlier in the agenda 
ii.​ Region 9 Perinatal Quality Collaborative - submitting report with funding 

that ended 9/30; this funding supported the Love Your Baby Love Yourself 
childbirth education opportunities held in February and September 

iii.​ Hillsdale County Community Foundation 
1.​ V.C. & Velma Knight Memorial Fund - marketing campaign 

launching mid-month with Go Media around the importance of 
prenatal care 

2.​ Great Give - flyer shared; more information to come about 
participation as the future of the GSC is Hillsdale is determined 

○​ September GSC Data Summary 
○​ Family Coalition 

i.​ Last of the Little Free Libraries recently installed in Reading 
ii.​ will be partnering with the Hillsdale County Youth through HCCF during 

Little Free Library month to market and fill libraries across the county; a 
brainstorming session is planned for later this month 

○​ Other 
i.​ Stefanie passed around a going-away/congrats card for Kevin Knapp, 

formerly of MSU Extension.  His position was eliminated as a result of 
federal funding.  We have heard that he has found employment through 
Jackson ISD. 

ii.​ Stefanie reminded the group of the work session sign-up and passed the 
sign-in around in case there were people present who weren’t in 
attendance in September. 

iii.​ The Agency Event Schedule handout is available for those who want to 
partner at events held throughout the year.  Dates are tentative but fairly 
firm.  A different schedule exists for families that has a QR code linking 
them to more details, including dates and times for events held 
throughout the year. 

iv.​ The GSC has been invited to be a part of the Reading Fall Festival, 
hosted by their PTO.  GSC will distribute books and share information 
about upcoming opportunities in the county for families with young 
children. 

 
5.  Subcommittee Reports 

○​ Pediatric & Prenatal Health - Andrea Bricker 
i.​ Andrea shared a Celebrate Babies flyer promoting Big Steps for Little 

Feet, an event being held in both Jackson and Hillsdale counties.  Hoping 
to reach 75 families in Hillsdale.  Have received funding through the 
Community Foundation to support swag bags, snacks, etc.  There will be 
a sensory scavenger hunt as part of the event.  Families encouraged to 
register. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ekdkqUsLP5fgcOyzJ8G95a3v2dSVuw1x/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GXaeYX2LAmX_XhgZCUn6GXuFFl0rxvw85Jk3clFC_w8/edit?usp=sharing


ii.​ A suggestion was made to share ideas about winter activities with the 
promotion of utilizing screen time less for kids and families.  The winter 
resource guide developed by the Family Coalition and the Talking is 
Teaching Indoor Activity Kit were both recommended. 
 
 

6.  Community Updates 
○​ Local Interagency Coordinating Council (LICC) 

i.​ Abby reported that Early On has been busy getting through fair and 
prepping for Fall Fest.  Still recruiting agencies who might want to be a 
part of this year’s Fall Fest.  Referrals to Early On have been a bit slower 
currently. 

○​ Agency Updates 
i.​ Mindy/HCCF:  There are 26 days left to submit a grant application in the 

general grant cycle or the Youth grant cycle.  The deadline is November 
1st at 4.  The next cycle will end on May 1st at 4.  All submissions are 
done via the website.  The Youth grants are reviewed and decided upon 
by HCCF Youth.  This group of Youth represented 2 students from each 
high school and they serve on a committee; they have their own targeted 
funding with WK Kellogg.  Mindy reports that this group is very ambitious 
and has a plan for each month of the year.  This month, they are focusing 
on digital wellness and promoting #logoffandlivemore 

ii.​ Brooke/Child Care Network:  Brooke shared about the Lending Library of 
educational materials available for checkout in the county.  The original 
target was child care providers and families.  The materials have recently 
been revamped and would like to open up and promote them for home 
visitors as well.  Contact Kirsty Wood for more information. 

iii.​ Nikki/CAPA:  Shared that CAPA is offering free quarterly CPR classes.  
Participants get the training but do not receive certification.  The next one 
is 12/7.  Registration is required. 

iv.​ Nicole/CAA: Is looking for a donation of 2 mountain bikes.  It was 
recommended that she join the Hillsdale County Resource Google Group.  
Andrea shared information about this list-serve-like group and indicated 
that she has been able to get many needs met for families by using this 
group. 

v.​ Janell/Calming Breath Doula Services:  Janell shared that her Mommy 
Meet Up groups have started back up again.  They are open to any mom 
with children; it’s an informal, non-judgmental group. Mommy Meet-Up 
Flyer 

vi.​ Bella/BHSJ CHA:  Bella reminded the group of a substance use event 
coming up later this month.  The registration deadline is coming up.  
Flyers shared. 

vii.​ Charlie/Hillsdale Renaissance:  They will be hosting a downtown chili 
cook-off on October 25th.  Groups encouraged to register. Chili Cook-Off 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cJngn1nbX4dgPbfX8p3Ybl7hlFpaMON_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cJngn1nbX4dgPbfX8p3Ybl7hlFpaMON_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hcKJdCa7b8d4BAR6VLh7u2YnQ06k4lWH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NJe38JQtk_tjvwQliWg-pEWBZH0eowUD/view?usp=sharing


viii.​ Jesi/HCISD:  The Early On team is looking for an Early Childhood Special 
Education Teacher. 

ix.​ Andrea/LifeWays:  Has recently hired a 0-6 community-based therapist.  
Indicated that the number of children they are seeing is lower currently 
than normal.  Encouraging referrals for children who might benefit from 
the service. 

x.​ Stefanie/GSC:  Each year, we like to kick off the new school year with a 
fun marketing item to share with members.  This year came with a bit 
more reflection, given the uncertainties surrounding the current budget 
and questions about future funding.  That said, funding for this year’s item 
was already allocated in our budget, and it supports messaging we want 
to carry forward in the community- regardless of whether the GSC 
continues to operate in the current form.  Excited to offer Talking is 
Teaching t-shirts to all interested members.  Shirts are unisex and 
available in a variety of sizes. Get one from Wendy at the end of the 
meeting or reach out to either Wendy or Stefanie later to get yours. The 
purpose of the shirts is threefold: 

1.​ To reinforce the simple but powerful message about the 
importance of talking, reading, and singing to your children 

2.​ To strengthen the connection between the Talking is Teaching 
campaign and the work of the Great Start Collaboratives 

3.​ To raise awareness of the GSC in the community - these shirts 
can also serve as conversation starters as you wear them around 
the county. 

 
 

6. Next Meeting:  November 3rd, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 
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