
 

Great Start Collaborative Minutes 
September 14, 2026 

Welcome/Introductions 
Attendees:  Janell Morse/Calming Breath Doula Services, Kyra Roback/Domestic Harmony, Anna 
Weide/CAA, Sophia Popper/CAA, Olivia Gilbert/Christian Care Connection, Brooke Rains/Child Care Network, 
Dennis Irelan/HCISD, Mindy Eggleston/HCCF, Daniel Klink/CAA, Sarah Greeley/Community Choice Credit 
Union, Bryce Asberg/Helping Hands Pregnancy Resource Center, Allison Wirick/Hillsdale Community Schools, 
Laura Orlowski/Jonesville District LIbrary, Andrea Bricker/LifeWays, Rebekah Dobski/Hillsdale Community 
Library, Evelyn Mercer/211, Hillary Zimmerman/Hillsdale Hospital, Holly Loader/CAPA, Linda 
Beemer/McKinney-Vento, Bella Gutierrez/BHSJ CHA, Nicole Butler/CAA, Clint Brugger/CAA, Wendy 
Playford/GSC, Stefanie Rathburn/GSC 

Community Spotlight: Evelyn Mercer, Central Michigan 2-1-1  
Hillsdale 2026 PPT 

GSC Office Updates:  Looking Back, Moving Forward 
●​ 32p Funding:  Early Learning Partnerships 
●​ Data Summary 
●​ Family Coalition 
●​ Other 

○​ Work Sessions - please add your name if interested in receiving a calendar 
invite for one of the four work sessions scheduled for the coming year 

Committee Reports 
●​ Community Resources/ A. Bricker 

○​ Resource Guide updates near completion; new marketing tools ordered; 
dissemination plan scheduled for fall outreach 

○​ Always meet immediately following the full GSC meeting until noon 
●​ Literacy/L. Orlowski 

○​ Plan to maintain previous efforts and sit tight on adding new initiatives until 
more guidance is provided regarding allocations and implementation 

○​ Hillsdale County Kids Read fall book distribution taking place in October 
○​ Group meets at 8:30 a.m. the morning that the full GSC meets 

●​ Prenatal & Pediatric Health/J. Morse 
○​ Better Birth Outcomes stakeholder group and Prenatal & Pediatric Health 

groups have merged 
○​ Primary projects will include:  Community Baby Shower, Welcome Baby 

marketing, touchpoints tool for agencies/workers to use for recommended 
referrals when working with a pregnant mom, exploration of storytelling, 
targeted quarterly marketing, training opportunities, etc. 

●​ Preschool Leadership & Advocacy/J. Schlickenmeyer - tabled to October​  

Community Updates 
●​ Early On Local Interagency Coordinating Council (LICC)/A. Alley - no report 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1krkKqk7ypluqIJKx_UGLfMKHLcINQUtg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NlxMsnBua0idZICxsT6Yo2kSbBFaexpd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1321j7Zgfj9XyN4y74aXBH2GZEwq1wpZd/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18ulJR28IPKdd7WazW-UX3rAXIRq7DMpicvHYrsNZiS8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wdJztPZzUnPmGwmqNKvk7l7wQheePqU6LCDvllhytHs/edit?usp=sharing


 

●​ Agency Updates 
○​ Clint/CAA - shared information about Warm the Children 
○​ Daniel/CAA - shared information about Project Connect 
○​ Bryce/HHPRC - reminder of clothing, diapers, and materials available at 

Center; no income guidelines 
○​ Anna/CAA - Early Head Start is seeking referrals of pregnant women or 

families with children aged 0-3.  She is willing to meet with agencies/staff to 
share information about the program or can get anyone interested in flyers 
for sharing. 

○​ Brooke/Child Care Network - They offer a hands-on CPR and First Aid 
training opportunity in the region.  Cost is $75/person.  Reach out to her for 
more information. 

○​ Andrea/Jackson Hillsdale Infant Mental Health Chapter - The Chapter holds 
meetings every other month, virtually.  Celebrate Babies is a worldwide event 
taking place the 3rd week of October.  Locally, the chapter will be hosting a 
luncheon at Artesian Wells on October 19th (attendees purchase their own 
lunch, and the chapter will provide an extra treat) and will be highlighting the 
work of and expressing appreciation for OBGYN and Hospital staff as part of 
Celebrate Babies week 

○​ Janell/Calming Breath Doula Services - shared new rack cards; has added 3 
new doulas to her business.  Mommy Meet Up Groups held on Fridays from 
10 - 12 have grown to about 6-7 families attending regularly. 

○​ Evelyn/2-1-1 - reminded group that they offer email blasts for free 
○​ Bella/BHSJ CHA - Bella’s last day will be Friday 9/18 as she’s accepted a 

new position closer to home.  Savannah York will be transitioning into her 
role. 

○​ Stefanie/GSC - Reminder that the Michigan League for Public Policy will be 
presenting Hillsdale County Kids Count data at the November GSC meeting 

Closing/Reflections   

 
 

 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:a69ae787-d465-402a-ab35-c785377c8305
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:3383cdba-225d-4386-8718-da6abe0be0f7

